Oil of Amber {Phil. Med. Times, 26th October 1878).?Dr Finck relates several cases of angina and functional cardiac disturbances, especially those cases into which the neuralgic element enters, which yielded rapidly to the influence of the oil of amber. He gave it in doses of from four to ten drops, repeated every thirty or forty minutes during a paroxysm, or in much smaller doses for continued use along with other remedies. In hysterical angina, also, and in the breast pang of deep agony or grief, eight or ten drops of the oil, with some ordinary antispasmodic remedy, every twenty minutes, will often give the happiest relief.
Chicago
Medical Journal ancl Examiner, April 1879.
Bromide of Ethyl?its Physiological Action.?This body belongs to the group of ansesthetic agents. The ether is heavier than water; boils at 40o,76; sparingly soluble in water, but is miscible in all proportions with alcohol and water. It is chemically represented by the formula, C2H5Br. Mr ISTunnely of Leeds was the first person who experimented with this ether upon animals and men.
Rabuteau noted on lower animals that it had the effect of producing anaesthesia, which appeared quickly and as quickly disappeared, being much quicker than chloroform in both phases. Locally, he states that it neither excited nor destroyed; whilst internally it was well borne. When ingested it was mainly exhaled by the lungs, without regard to the method of introduction. Traces of it have been found in the renal excretion. Dr
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Laurence Turnbull of Philadelphia was the first to try it upon man.
He found it to produce less distress of the head and heart than chloroform does, whilst internally, in ten-minim doses, it relieved headache, tinnitis aurium, flatulence, and spasmodic asthma. The period in which anaesthesia was produced varied from thirty seconds to four minutes, the average time being two minutes. The quantity required for an anaesthetic effect was from a drachm to half an ounce. In some cases it produced vomiting, excitement, and prostration, but neither syncope nor asphyxia was seen to take place. In dogs, rabbits, and frogs it had a rapid action. Turnbull, in man, found it to increase the pulse and arterial pressure, causing a prickly feeling in the elbow and hand, with rapid loss of mobility. He states that the period of excitement is shorter than that of ether. Dr Levis has also used this agent quite extensively. He believes it quickens the pulse, but slightly, as well as the arterial tension. Tie respiratory movements are but little influenced, except as usual in deep sleep. He found it to vaporize more readily than chloroform, to be unirritating to the lungs, and to produce anesthesia in one-third less time than chloroform does. After the anesthetic was removed, co-ordination of the muscular movements was rapidly regained. During the anaesthesia the pupils were dilated. Dr George L. Sowers has also studied the effect of this agent upon man. He states that it has no depressing effect, like ether and chloroform. It increased the pulse, flushed the face, and set the sweat-glands into activity, whilst the respirations were increased or decreased. The pupils were contracted or dilated. The fact that the bromide of ethyl is an anesthetic less dangerous, and at the same time quicker, than chloroform and ether, makes it a drug of vast importance both to the profession and their patients. If we compare its action with other anesthetics, as ether, chloroform, and nitrous oxide, it will be found as follows1. Chloroform increases the pulse, then slows it by a cardio-inhibitory stimulation; ether increases the pulse; nitrous oxide also increases it by paralysis of cardio-mhibitoiy apparatus; whilst bromide of ethyl increases the pulse by an action ?n the heart itself. A rapidly-growing erectile tumour of the naso-palpebral region was injected, at intervals of fifteen days, with an aqueous solution of chloral, one to ten. After each injection the consecutive tumefaction was almost immediate, but not painful, and only lasted four or five days. The cure was as complete as possible, scarcely any traces of the tumour being visible.?Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner, April 1880.
